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THE NIGHT SKY IN APRIL 2022 
As April arrives, the brilliant constellations Taurus, Orion, and Canis Major turn to the west after sunset and are on 

their way out for the year. Mercury makes an appearance in the second half of the month in the evening sky and 

encounters the Pleiades as April winds down. The Lyrid meteors arrive, the first major meteor shower since January. 

And planets begin to congregate in the morning sky leading to a number of spectacularly close conjunctions for 

observers with or without optics. Here’s what to see in the night sky this month… 
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NOTES 

• The sky is at 11.00pm in mid-April, with the Moon positioned at 3-day intervals either side of the Full Moon 

• The star positions are also correct for midnight at the beginning of April, and 10.00pm at the end of the 

month. 

• The planets move slightly relative to the stars during the course of the month. 

 

OBSERVING TIP 

Don’t think you need a telescope to bring the heavens closer.  Binoculars are excellent – and you can fling them in 

the back of the car at the last minute.  For astronomy it is suggest you buy binoculars with a large lens but modest 

magnification.  An idea size is 7x50, meaning the magnification is 7 times, and the diameter of the object lens it 50m 

to gather as much light as possible.  If your finances can run to a pair of image stabilised binoculars even better.  
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Here is an example….. 

EVENTS THIS MONTH 

If on Sunday 3rd April: you go out as darkness falls 

with a pair of 7x50 binoculars, you might be able to 

make out a faint blue Uranus close (1.10) to a waxing 

crescent Moon.  

4/5TH April: A lovely tableau n the evening sky as the 

crescent Moon sails past the Pleiades and Aldebaran. 

5th April before dawn: Mars passes below Saturn to 

the right of a brilliant Venus. 

21/22nd April during the night: It is an excellent year 

for observing the Lyrid meteor Shower, as the moon 

does not rise till 3.30am.  These shoot stars appear to 

emanate from the constellation Lyra as debris from 

Comet Thatcher burns up in the Earth’s atmosphere, 

and they often leave a glowing trail of dust. 

 

 

Lyrid Meteor Shower 

Photo 30 second exposure facing northeast 21st April 2020 - Photo Geoff Winterman 



 
4 
 

24 /27th April before dawn: The crescent Moon passes below the planets Saturn, Mars, Venus & Jupiter.  You’ll ned a 

very clear horizon to the East, and binoculars will reveal the planets more clearly in the dawn glow.  Make sure you 

put the binoculars away before SUN RISES! 

STELLARIUM 

Stellarium is a free open source planetarium for your computer. It shows a realistic sky in 3D, just like you see with 

the naked eye, binoculars or a telescope. 

It can be downloaded here: https://stellarium.org for use with your desktop or laptop computer.   

For your phone or tablet you can search the APP Store for Stellarium.  I would recommend Stellarium Mobile Plus 

the paid for version. 

The advantage of having it on your mobile is that you can take it outside and hold your device up to aid identifying 

the object you are look at. 

  

Geoff Winterman                1st April 2022 

https://stellarium.org/

